RESEARCH ASSIGNMENT:  INDUSTRIALIZED CITIES 1858-1914, SANITATION, 
AND THE WORLDWIDE IMPACT OF THE MODEL T

Challenge:  Research the following websites.  Then, answer the following questions.  Topics include conditions of European and American cities from 1850-1919, disease and sanitation in these industrialized cities, and the worldwide contribution of inventions (including the Model T) to society.  

We begin in the mid-1800s, with a look at the “Great Stink.”  Access the following website:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Stink  Then, answer the questions below relating to the “Great Stink.”

1) What was the “Great Stink?”
2) Where and when did the “Great Stink” occur?

3) Scroll down to heading #4.  This heading is entitled, “Construction.”  What “New” improvement was made in response to the “Great Stink?”  Why would this “New” improvement help prevent epidemic diseases?  Please explain.

Next, access the following website to discover sanitation (or lack thereof) conditions in New York City in 1865, at the very end of the American Civil War: http://www.livingcityarchive.org/htm/framesets/themes/sanitation/fs_1865.htm
4) What were three things the New York City Sanitation Committee of 1865 needed to “document and quantify” in their 1865 report?  (This is found in paragraph number 2).

Access the following website, to become familiar with the living conditions in New York City around 1900. :  http://www.livingcityarchive.org/htm/decades/1900.htm  Then, answer the following questions.
5) In paragraph form, what kind of reform(s) did the “…turn of the century…” bring to New York City? (Consult paragraph number 1 for this response).
6) What were important New York City officials, such as Jacob Riis and Lillian Wald, concerned with around 1900, according to the first paragraph?
7) Scroll down to the fourth paragraph, and read the first sentence of that paragraph.  What was happening to the population of New York City during this time period? Why was this happening?

Next, let’s examine conditions in the city of London during World War I.  Access the following website, and answer the following questions. http://www.20thcenturylondon.org.uk/timeline/1910-1919
8) When does war break out, and how long does this last?

9) Does World War I last a longer or shorter amount of time than Londoners were expecting?  (This is found in the first paragraph in bold text under the picture.)
10) What were three things in which Londoners had their first ever experience with during World War I?
11) Scroll down to the third full paragraph.  Why did Woolwich Arsenal hire 28,000 women during World War I (HINT: Who were these women replacing?)?
Finally, let’s look at a rather new invention during World War I which had a major impact on the war, and society in general; the Ford Model T.  Please do this by accessing the following website: http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/ford-motor-company-unveils-the-model-t , and answering the questions:  

12) When was the first Model T produced?  When was the last Model T produced?
13) How many Model T’s were produced between 1908 and 1927?  
14) How much did the Ford Model T cost (in both 1908 dollars and today’s dollars)?

15) For many years, what was the only color in which a Model T could be purchased?
CRITICAL THINKING (These questions are not found on any one website, and will require students to analyze and synthesize the material).
16) Describe the condition of cities in the Industrialized world (such as in western Europe and the Americas) in the late 1800s and early 1900.  What were cities (urban areas) like at the time?  What was one problem these urban areas faced? Please explain. (2-4 sentences, minimum).
17) What impact did the Model T have on westernized society after it was introduced?  How might the Model T (an invention which was first produced only six years before the outbreak of World War I) been useful during World War I?  Please explain. (2-4 sentences, minimum).

