WebQuest – The Aztec, Incan, and Mayan Civilizations 
& The Great Plains Native Americas (Chapter 7 Sections 1 and 2)
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- Great Pyramid at the ancient Maya city of Chichen-Itza
Directions:  Simultaneous to the Middle Ages in Europe, three major civilizations flourished in what is today Mexico, Central America, and South America.  Use the websites below to learn more about the Maya, Aztec, and Inca Civilization.  Please answer each question completely, on a separate sheet of paper, or simply type the responses in a Microsoft Word document.  NOTE: This WebQuest document can be pulled up online by accessing https://sites.google.com/a/teachers.wlcsd.org/tim-moore/home/
, and clicking on the link entitled, “mayaaztecincawebquest.”  
The Maya Civilization (300 A.D. – 900 A.D.)

Access the following website to learn more about the Maya Civilization:  http://www.history.com/topics/maya
1) Read the first paragraph.  Where was the Maya Civilization located, and what were five things in which the Maya Civilization “excelled?”
2) Scroll down to the section entitled, “Cities of Stone:  The Classic Maya, AD 250 – 800.”  Read paragraph one of this section.  How many cities did the Maya Civilization include at its peak?

3) What was the likely population of the entire Maya Civilization at its peak, according to paragraph one of this section?

4) According to paragraph two of this section, what types of buildings have, “…excavation of Maya sites unearthed?”

5) Scroll down to the last section of this article, entitled, “Mysterious Decline of the Maya.”  Although the actual reason for the Maya’s decline is unknown, what is one possible theory given by this article?

Now, let’s look at one of the most famous Maya Pyramids, which serves as a tourist attraction today.  Access the following website:   http://www.chichenitza.com/ 
6) How high is the main (Kukulkan) Pyramid at Chichen-Itza?  

7) Scroll down to read the list of the New Seven Wonders of the World.  Along with Chichen-Itza, what are TWO OTHER of the New Seven Wonders of the World which we have studied in World History during the first cardmarking?
Staying on the same website, click on the link entitled, “Mayan Calendric System.”  

8) What shape is the Maya Calendar Stone shown on this website?

9) How many days where in a Maya year, according to the civil calendar (called the “Haab”)?
Often, the ancient Mayans are credited with developing with the first organized team sport game.  Access the following website to learn more about this game:  http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/worldhistory/mayanballgame.htm 
10) Read the first two paragraphs of this website.  Then, briefly describe the object of the Mayan Ball Game.

11) Read the fourth paragraph from the top.  How were the winners of the Mayan Ball Game generally treated?  What was typically the penalty for losing?
The Aztec Civilization (1200 A.D. – 1521 A.D.):

Access the following website related to the Aztec civilization: http://www.aztec-indians.com/aztec-civilization.html  Then, answer the following questions.
12) Scrolling down to the second paragraph, what were some goods produced in the Aztec economy?  
(TURN OVER)

Continue using the website: http://www.aztec-indians.com/aztec-civilization.html
13) In the third paragraph, what were some goods that were valued in the Aztec culture that Aztec’s received in trade?
14) Now, scroll down to the fifth paragraph.  What was the name of the island city at the center of the Aztec empire, and what was the approximate population of this city?
15) Continue reading the information in the fifth paragraph.  What was the primary purpose of the Great Pyramid (what was it used for)?

Next, access the following website to discover how the Aztec Civilization tracked days:  
https://www.azteccalendar.com/azteccalendar.html
16) What is the shape of the Aztec Calendar Stone shown in the picture?

17) Read the paragraph “Tonalpohualli.”  Explain briefly the system of tracking days used by the Aztecs.  Are there any similarities between the Aztec calendar system, and the modern calendar system used in American society in 2015?
18) What is one similarity between the Aztec Calendar Stone, and the Maya Calendar Stone you viewed previously?

The Inca Civilization (1400 A.D. – 1535 A.D.):

Next, let’s briefly look at a third Civilization which flourished in the Americas before the arrival of the Europeans, the Inca Empire.   Access the following website:  http://incas.mrdonn.org/timeline.html  Then, answer the following questions. 
19) Scan the timeline.  What year did the Inca finally establish an Empire?  What year did Pizarro and the Spanish conquer the Incas?
20) (Critical Thinking – Not Found Directly In The Text).  The Inca, like many cultures before and since, believed in the “Divine Right of Kings.”  This means that the Inca believed that their ruler was the direct (fill in the blank).
Great Plains Indians (Native Americans) (1700 A.D. – 1900 A.D.):

A more modern example of Native Americans is the Great Plains Indians which roamed the central prairies of North America in the 18th and 19th Centuries.  Access the following websites to learn more about these fascinating tribes.

First, access: http://native-american-indian-facts.com/Great-Plains-American-Indian-Facts/Great-Plains-American-Indian-Facts.shtml  Then, answer the following questions:

21) Scroll down to the list of Great Plains American Indian Tribes.  What are two modern state names OR city names which are named after these tribes?

22) Continue to scroll, and read the first bullet-point fact about these tribes.  Then, complete the following question.  “Many of these tribes of the Great Plains were (fill in the blank), and followed the (fill in the blank) migrations which provided for their food.”

23) Based on the answer to #22 above, does this mean the Great Plains Native American Tribes moved from place to place frequently?  Why, or why not?
